Blurry Vision

Dr. Steven D’Orio |
Optometrist




66

Blurry vision is one of the most common
complaints across various age groups
which can present gradually or suddenly.
Typically, blurred vision refers to a
decrease in sharpness or clarity that has
developed gradually.

Most commonly, blurry vision is due to
imperfect focusing of light rays onto the
retina, which is known as refractive error.
This refractive error can present as
nearsightedness, farsightedness, or
astigmatism. In this case, the blurry vision
is due to an uncorrected prescription
which prevents proper focusing for
distance and/or near objects.

Blurred vision refers
to a decrease in
sharpness or clarity...
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Did you know that approximately 285
million people worldwide experience
blurry vision? That's a staggering
number, considering how crucial
clear eyesight is for our daily lives.
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Symptoms of
Blurry Vision

Difficulty reading small print or seeing objects up close

If you find yourself squinting or holding reading material at
arm's length, it could be a sign of blurry vision. Difficulty
reading small print or seeing objects up close is a common
symptom that many people experience. You may notice
that words appear fuzzy or blurred, making it challenging to
read books, newspapers, or even your phone screen.

Objects appearing hazy or out of focus

One of the key indicators of blurry vision is when objects
appear hazy or out of focus. You may notice that things in
your surroundings lack clarity and sharpness. Whether it's
looking at distant scenery or trying to make out details up
close, this symptom can significantly impact your visual
experience.

Sensation of clouded or distorted vision

Blurred vision can also manifest as a sensation of clouded
or distorted vision. It might feel like there's a foggy filter
over your eyes, making everything appear unclear. This
distortion can affect both near and far distances and may
cause frustration and inconvenience in daily activities.
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Causes of Blurry

Vision

Refractive Errors: Nearsightedness,
Farsightedness, and Astigmatism

One common cause of blurry vision is
refractive errors. These occur when the
shape of your eye prevents light from
focusing correctly on the retina.
Nearsightedness (myopia) causes distant
objects to appear blurry, while
farsightedness (hyperopia) makes nearby
objects difficult to see clearly. Astigmatism
distorts both near and far vision due to an
irregularly shaped cornea.

Eye Conditions: Cataracts, Glaucoma,
and Macular Degeneration

Various eye conditions can lead to blurry
vision as well. Cataracts occur when the
lens in your eye becomes cloudy, affecting
your ability to see clearly. Glaucoma
damages the optic nerve, resulting in
peripheral vision loss and blurred sight over
time. Macular degeneration affects the
macula, causing central vision impairment
and blurriness.

Other Causes: Eye Strain, Dry Eyes,
Diabetes, Medication Side Effects, and
Injury

Blurry vision can also be caused by other
factors such as eye strain from prolonged
use of digital devices or reading in poor
lighting conditions. Dry eyes occur when
tear production is insufficient or tears
evaporate too quickly.

Diabetes may lead to diabetic retinopathy
and high blood sugar levels that affect
vision. Certain medications can have side
effects that include blurry sight. Lastly, any
injury to the eye can result in temporary or
permanent blurriness.
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If you're experiencing blurry vision, there are various treatment options
available to help improve your eyesight. Let's explore some of the most
common approaches:

Corrective Eyewear

One effective solution for blurry vision caused by refractive errors is the
use of corrective eyewear. Optometrists may prescribe glasses or
contact lenses to correct nearsightedness, farsightedness, or
astigmatism. These visual aids can enhance your focus and clarity,
allowing you to see more clearly.

Medications and Surgical Procedures

In certain cases, medications or surgical procedures may be
recommended to address specific eye conditions leading to blurred
vision. Eye drops can be prescribed to alleviate dry eyes or reduce
inflammation. In more severe cases, laser surgery or other surgical
interventions may be necessary to correct underlying issues and
restore clear vision.

Managing Underlying Health Conditions

Sometimes blurry vision can be a symptom of an underlying health
condition, like diabetes. By effectively managing these conditions
through medication, lifestyle changes, and regular check-ups with
healthcare professionals, you can help alleviate associated blurry
vision.
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If your blurry vision is caused by any
refractive errors, it can be remedied with
simple eyeglasses. One also gradually loses
the ability to focus at near with advancing
age and may need to begin wearing
eyeglasses when none were previously
needed. To determine if your prescription
is correct, or if you could improve your
vision with an updated prescription,
consult your eyecare professional.

If you experience the following
symptoms alongside blurry vision, you
should consult an emergency
optometrist immediately:

1. Sudden change in vision

2. Severely reduced vision, especially in
only one eye

3. Eye pain with or without movement

4. Loss of a specific area in the field of
vision

5. Floaters, flashes and/or curtain coming
down on your vision

6. Red eye with or without pain

-
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Now that you understand the causes,
symptoms, and treatment options for
blurry vision, it's time to take control of
your eye health. Remember, prevention is
key! Regular eye exams are crucial in
detecting any underlying conditions early
on. By addressing these conditions
promptly, you can minimize the risk of
developing blurry vision or worsening
visual impairment.

In addition to regular check-ups, make Watch Our Video:

sure to follow your doctor's Blurry Vision - EXPLAINED
recommendations for managing specific
conditions causing blurred vision. This may
include lifestyle changes such as
maintaining a healthy diet rich in nutrients
beneficial for eye health and avoiding
excessive screen time. If necessary, your
doctor may prescribe corrective lenses or
medications to improve your vision.

Take charge of your eye health today by
scheduling an appointment with an
optometrist. Your eyes deserve the best
care possible so that you can continue
enjoying clear and vibrant vision for years
to come.

Watch Our Video:
Dr. D'Orio Symptoms | Blurry Vision
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